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TED has been previously reported by these authors and
not referenced.
2,3 In short, TED is not new, but previous-
ly reported and has no clinical data.
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Authors’ Response
We are not certain that our article was read thoroughly.
use of the pouch of Douglas. Our use of the acronym NOS
rather than the usual NOTES is not new either.1 In the
“Letter to the Editor,” we stated that the “T” in NOTES
stands for transluminal, and because we cannot define the
trans-Douglas route as transluminal, we use the term NOS,
which includes NOTES. The new concept is obviously not
the usage of the pouch of Douglas but the single-entry con-
cept for intraabdominal surgical procedures. 
Our assumption that the head of the instrument will not
cause any injury is based on the fact that there are no sharp
edges, and as for its diameter, we took into account the
results of our group's study concerning the anatomical lim-
its of the pouch of Douglas.2 Assumptions as for the
intraabdominal pressure needed are indeed not equivalent
to evidence-based facts and do not claim to be so. 
The patent-pending arrangements were mentioned on the
first page of the article. 
We thank Dr. Ott and Dr. Redan for mentioning our previ-
ous publications on TED.
Sincerely,
Michael Stark
Tahar Benhidjeb
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In the “Introduction,” we explicitly mentioned the yearlong
1September 9-12, 2009, Boston, Massachusetts, USA. 18th SLS
Annual Meeting and Endo Expo 2009, presented by the Society of
Laparoendoscopic Surgeons. This multispecialty conference helps
increase knowledge of laparoscopic, endoscopic and minimally inva-
sive surgical techniques. The Meeting consists of Postgraduate
Master's Classes; Plenary Sessions; Lap Updates of multiple topics;
Live Surgery Telecasts; Exhibitions; Competition for Best Papers,
Videos and Posters from Professors to Fellows and Residents; Future
Technology Sessions; and over 200 Scientific Presentations in General
Surgery, Gynecology and Urology. LOCATION: Westin Copley Place.
DIRECTORS: Charles H. Koh, MD; Gustavo Stringel, MD; GENERAL
CHAIR: Paul Alan Wetter, MD; SCIENTIFIC CHAIRS: Raymond J.
Lanzafame, MD, MBA, Carl J. Levinson, MD. 
February 10-13, 2010, Honolulu, HI, USA. AsianAmerican
MultiSpecialty Summit IV Laparoscopy and Minimally
Invasive Surgery presented by the Society of Laparoendoscopic
Surgeons. LOCATION: Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort and Spa. 
September 1-4, 2010, New York, New York, USA. 19th SLS Annual
Meeting and Endo Expo 2010, presented by the Society of
Laparoendoscopic Surgeons. LOCATION: Sheraton New York Hotel
and Towers.
September 14-17, 2011, Los Angeles, California, USA. 20th SLS
Annual Meeting and Endo Expo 2011, presented by the Society of
Laparoendoscopic Surgeons. LOCATION: Hyatt Regency Century Plaza.
For more information go to www.sls.org or contact the
Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons, 7330 SW 62nd
Place, Suite 410, Miami, FL 33143-4825, USA. Tel:
305.665.9959, Toll Free: 800.446.2659, Fax: 305.667.4123, 
E-mail: Conferences@SLS.org.
SLS CALENDAR CLASSIFIED Calendar of Events Listings are
available at the rate of $165 USD per listing (maximum 150 words
per listing). To add your event, please send the text and check in
US funds made payable to: Society of Laparoendoscopic
Surgeons, Attn: JSLS Calendar Listings, 7330 SW 62nd Place, Suite
advertsing rates, contact SLS: Tel: 305.665.9959, Toll Free:
800.446.2659, Fax: 305.667.412, E-mail: Publications@SLS.org
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Laparoscopic Surgeon
The Miami VA Healthcare System is seeking a full-time surgeon 
with advanced training in laparoscopic and bariatric surgery. The 
candidate must be board certified or board eligible by the American 
Board of Surgery and have extensive knowledge and experience in 
the surgical management of morbid obesity and complex 
laparoscopic surgery. The incumbent will be primarily responsible 
for coverage of the general surgery service and is expected to have 
extensive experience in performing laparoscopic procedures. 
Responsibilities include managing hospitalized patients, managing 
all phases of general surgery interventions from pre-operative 
evaluation to post-operative follow-up, a general surgery clinic and 
regular on call availability. Duties for this position will include 
teaching fellows, residents, and medical students. A strong 
commitment to academic pursuits and clinical or basic research is 
required. Successful candidates must have credentials to qualify for 
faculty appointment in the Department of Surgery at the University 
of Miami Miller School of Medicine. The position requires an M.D. 
degree, current licensure in any state. Position may entail travel to 
referral facilities on a regular basis. Interested candidates should 
submit a letter of interest detailing experience related to this 
position and curriculum vitae to Human Resources, Attn: Suzanne 
Spence. Miami VA Healthcare System, 1201 NW 16th St, Miami, FL 
33125 or fax (305) 575-3437.
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410, Miami, FL 33143-4825, USA. For more information on
a